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For the children and staff of Arms of Love, 
and for the North Americans who came to 
visit, there are many holiday moments that 
blessed each of us beyond abundance.

Laughter. Joy. Peace. Celebration. As 
Christmas Eve arrived, the girls’ creativity 
and artistic talents were used to adorn Casa 
Grande with green and red decorations, 
and a beautiful Christmas tree. Joined by 
Juan Warkentin (volunteer)  and Bud and 
Elizabeth Skibitzke (AoL board member), the 
Christmas celebration began with a wonderful 
Nicaraguan meal, “arroz valenciana” which  
is an extravagant rice, chicken, and  
vegetable dish. 

After the meal, Juan read the children 
the Christmas story, taking a moment 
to remember the true meaning behind 
Christmas. Next there was music, singing, 
and the breaking of the piñatas. Dressed as 
Santa Claus, Bud gave each of the children 
gifts, including toys and new clothes. One 
special gift, brought by Juan, was a sound 
system that will allow the kids to begin a music 

program! Celebrations went past midnight, 
as is tradition in Nicaragua, and ended with 
fireworks that welcomed Christmas day.

What was Christmas in the words of the 
children? “Excellent! This year the gifts were 
awesome.”(Alex)  “It was so much fun.” 
(Valeska) “The best Christmas.” (Luis) 

As 2009 came to an end, a team from 
Vineyard of the Rockies in Colorado arrived. 
The kids helped to transform Casa Grande 
into a western winter wonderland, and 
everyone enjoyed a fun-filled New Year’s. 
The evening was a colorful mosaic of face 
painting, dancing, crafts, games, country 
western dress, piñatas, and SNOW!!!  
Although it wasn’t cold, the children and 
staff were able to experience snow for the 
first time, complete with a deadly snowball 
fight and floors so slick that you could barely 
remain on your feet! Following a messy 
cleanup, the team presented the children 
with backpacks filled with school supplies and 
toys, and ended the evening on the basketball 
courts with fireworks, hugs, and salutations 
of “Feliz Año Nuevo”. 

The children had a wonderful Christmas and 
New Year’s; however, most important, the 
children were surrounded in love because 
of your kind generosity to Arms of Love. 
Thank you for supporting these children, and 
providing them with a hope for a better future. 
May God bless you in this New Year!

Celebrating Christmas and New Year’s in Nicaragua

�)�D�E�L�D�Q���L�V���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���K�L�V���J�L�I�W

�5�R�Q�Q�\���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���K�L�V���J�L�I�W

�6�Q�R�Z���L�Q���1�L�F�D�U�D�J�X�D�"

�)�R�U���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�K�R�W�R�V���D�Q�G��

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����Y�L�V�L�W���R�X�U���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�W����

�Z�Z�Z���D�U�P�V�R�À�R�Y�H���R�U�J



 “THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS THAT HELP US HUG AND CARE FOR ABANDONED CHILDREN.”

I am Lito Cañada and I am 20 years of age. I 
am already in my 4th year of high school and 
will be graduating this March. I am going to 
share to you my life testimony and I’m hoping 
that you’ll be blessed and realize how God 
blesses your life that you may bring back all 
the glory to Him.

I am my mother’s son from her second partner 
and was born out of wedlock. I do not know 
who my father is. Life at home was very 
difficult. I was thrown out of the window and 
was burned by a cigarette by my step father 
who was the third partner of my mother. 

The Department of Social Welfare and 
Development went to our home and picked 
me up and let me live with a nice couple. I 
stayed there for two years but later on I began 
to roam around the streets without asking 
permission. I was not a good child to them 
but they gave me another chance to stay at 
their home. But still I roamed around and went 
out of the house without asking permission. 

So, the couple gave me back to my aunt and 
I stayed there for 3 years but her family was 
very unkind to me. I then ran away from them 
and lived on the streets. I begged for money 
and food from people or sometimes I asked 
for something to eat at a restaurant. If they 
will not give me I would lie to them and tell 
them that I have brothers left at home who 
haven’t eaten yet. If still they would not give 
any to me, then I would gather empty bottles 
and metals and sold them at the junk shop to 
earn money to buy food. If I wanted to take 

a bath, I just went to the beach and swam 
there. If I wanted to sleep after a whole day 
of roaming, I just looked for a carton and use 
it as a bed.

One time during my roaming on the street of 
Lamdagan with my friend named “Jr. Opaw”, 
I was afraid because he suddenly went 
inside the house which is called Charlie’s 
House. At that time I didn’t know that he was 
staying there. He was with Arthur, Rowena 
and Alberto Monton (who now live at Arms 
of Love) because they were friends. Then 
a woman came out of the house and asked 
me about the name of my father and mother 
and I answer her that I don’t know. I haven’t 
seen them before. So, they let me stay at 

Charlie’s House until they brought me to live 
at Arms of Love. 

I have learned so much at Arms of Love. I 
learned how to love and by loved by a family. I 
learned about God’s love for me. I have even 
been able to attend a Christian private school. 
I also get to do things that other kids get to do. 
I have been studying Taekwondo and even 
won a gold medal at the local competition.

First of all I am very thankful to God for what 
He did to my life, to Arms of Love and to the 
sponsors who are helping children just like 
me. May God bless you always for your labor. 
I know He sees it all. “Your labor in the Lord 
is not in vain!”

I know that God has a plan for my life though 
I don’t realize yet what it is. I will wait to Him 
until the right time He will use me for His glory. 
I will begin college at the University of Bohol 
in June. I can’t wait to help Arms of Love even 
in a small way and also the church that has 
molded my spiritual life. This is one of my 
longings in my life.

Testimony Of Lito Cañada
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Change the Life of an Abandoned Child

Do you want a way to love orphaned and abandoned children that goes beyond mere 
financial support? Sponsor an Arms of Love child.

You offer monthly financial support and encouragement through 
prayer, letter writing and relationship. You can even visit your 
child and volunteer to help at the children’s home.

For little as $35 per month, you can help provide your child 
with food,housing and an education. 

For more information, e-mail us at sponsorship@armsoflove.org 
or sponsor online today at www.armsoflove.org.


