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To date, every project that Arms of Love established 
was unique in those locales. In Managua, 
Nicaragua and Bohol, Philippines, Arms of Love 
was the first to operate Christian children’s 
homes that provided long-term residential care 
based on a family model. In Morelia, Mexico, the 
Victory Center is the only ministry that focuses 
on the special needs of adolescent street girls. In 
Senegal, the Arms of Love Children’s Home was 
the ý rst Christian childrenôs home or orphanage 
in that country.

We’re continuing our series that compares our 
presence to other local agencies and organizations. 
This month, we are focusing on Bohol, Philippines 
to promote understanding of our mission, and how 
Arms of Love compares to other child protection 
organizations there.  As a starting point, we will 
provide an overview of the other programs on 
Bohol - a province with a population of about one 
million people - that meet the needs of children 
at risk.

BOHOL CRISIS INTERVENTION CENTER (BCIC)
The Bohol Crisis Intervention Center (BCIC) 
is a government agency that provides multiple 
intervention and rehabilitation services to help 
protect abused children and women, whether 
the abuse is sexual, physical or emotional. The 

BCIC provides temporary shelter and basic 
services to these abused children and women as 
an immediate intervention strategy, but does not 
provide long-term residential care.  Many of the 
children ultimately return to their homes when the 
crisis resulting in their displacement has passed.  

BCIC is also known for its province-wide education 
and advocacy programs to raise public awareness 
on the inherent rights of children and women as 
well as the damage of child abuse and domestic 
violence.  Although the BCIC is owned by the 
Provincial Government of Bohol, it is managed 
by the global, non-profit Feed the Children - 
Philippines in collaboration with the Department 
of Social Welfare and Development. 

Since the BCIC is Bohol’s central child protection 
agency and provides temporary, emergency care 
for abused children, many of the children Arms of 
Love has received into its children’s home have 
been referred to Arms of Love from this Center.  
Some of the children, tragically, had been living 
in this “temporary” shelter for many years before 
coming to Arms of Love.

FEED THE CHILDREN - PHILIPPINES
In addition to managing the operations of the BCIC, 
Feed the Children also offers its services under its 
own name in the Bohol community. Established 
in 1979, this global non-proý t has evolved from 
a pure charity that addressed immediate needs 
of alleviating hunger to an integrated community 
and rights-based program aimed to empower 
communities for the long term.  Accordingly, 
Feed the Children’s community empowerment 
services include granting credit services and micro-
ý nancing for enterprise development, supporting 
the long-term viability of area ý sheries, agriculture 
and agro-forestry, and promoting the integration of 
population issues in the management of coastal 
and natural resources.

Feed the Children’s primary focus -- children 
and family programs -- fall into three categories: 
Feeding Children; Child’s Rights Advocacy; 
and Family Development. These programs 
encompass education, public awareness as well 

as direct services to support these objectives. 
Its latest growth in services has branched into 
the development needs of children, families and 
communities. None of these programs, however, 
provide for the long-term placement of abandoned 
children in family environments, which is the 
ministry of the Arms of Love Children’s Home.

LOCAL ORPHANAGE
A Catholic nonproý t organization sponsors and 
manages an orphanage in Bohol that caters to 
orphaned, abandoned and neglected children. 
The children range from 3-to-12 years of age 
and attend local public schools. Presently, three 
staff members -- one houseparent, one assistant 
houseparent and one social worker -- oversee 24 
children.  However, when children reach their 12th 
birthday, the orphanage tries to place the children 
into a local foster family.  Accordingly, with its 
limited staff and program, this orphanage is unable 
to provide either the level of care, or the permanent 
care, that is provided by Arms of Love. 

For additional photos and 
information, visit our website at 

www.armsoþ ove.orgChildren at Arms of Love celebrating New 
Yearôs Eve.

Ruben and Lito wearing the polo shirts that they 
made during their ñdressmakingò class.

(cont. on back)



ARMS OF LOVE CHILDREN’S HOME
For Arms of Love, Christ’s love is the powerful 
answer to heal and rebuild the young lives of 
abandoned and homeless children.  On Bohol, 
Arms of Love has established family-based homes 
that provide long term residential care for these 
children.  These homes are based on Christ’s 
love, ý lling every need - physically, emotionally, 
educationally and spiritually - so the children can 
learn to trust, hope and believe in themselves and 
others.  With house parents as strong role models, 
helpers who have an afý nity for loving children and 
trained professionals to teach the children new, 
productive behaviors, Arms of Love emphasizes 
strong, loving relationships to replace the biological 
relationships that the children have lost or perhaps 
never had.  By ministering to all facets of children’s 
needs, our goal is to bring healing into every part 
of their lives. 

When Arms of Love becomes the legal guardian 
of the children, it accepts the care of its children 
until they reach adulthood. They are sent to private 
schools, which often is the best opportunity for 
their educational advancement. They come to 
know the Lord from a direct relationship with a 
local church as well as their house parents, who 
are living Christian role models. They participate in 
compassion ministries, learning service and giving 
to others. They often compete in organized sports, 
go on group outings and play on the recreational 
facilities onsite.

In the year 2000, the ý rst Arms of Love home in 
Bohol was under construction and there were only 
ý ve street children under their care. Today, it has 
grown into a complex of three homes with house 
parents for each house and a total of 28 kids, 
which includes 13 boys and 15 girls. This spring, 
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two young women from Arms of Love will graduate 
from high school!  Arms of Love is creating 
transition programs for the two young women, 
helping them earn a degree from a community 
college or university. (See related story). 

The vision that God has given to us - which 
includes an emphasis of quality over quantity - is 
a key difference between Arms of Love and other 
orphanages, children’s homes and child protection 
agencies. Our objective is to fully reþ ect Godôs 
love, compassion and mercy into every child’s 
life so that one day they may grow to be servant 
leaders in their local churches, professions and 
communities.  By learning and knowing God’s 
love, their hearts will be ý lled and enabled to meet 
their own needs, but also the needs of their future 
families as well. 

ARMS OF LOVE PLANS FOR ITS FIRST HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
As part of its commitment to develop its children as productive leaders for tomorrow, Arms of 
Love has created a transition program for its ý rst high school graduates. Two young women 
from the Bohol Arms of Love Children’s Home are scheduled to graduate from high school this 
quarter. Both want to pursue higher education for professional careers. One has dreams in 
health care and the other in hotel management. As they apply for entrance to their respective 
colleges, Arms of Love has established the following program to assist in the transition from 
high school to college.

Jorlinda

March 2006  Entrance examination at the University of Bohol
June 2006  Begin two-year nursing aide program 
June 2008   Graduate from two-year program and determine interest 

in the four-year nursing program. Other alternatives 
include work as a nursing aide with a hospital or 
healthcare provider.

Desiree

March 2006  Entrance examination at the University of Bohol
June 2006   Begin two-year hotel and restaurant management 

program 
June 2008   Graduate from two-year program and determine interest 

in the four-year hotel management program. Other 
alternatives include going directly into full time work in 
her ý eld.

While they are students, Jorlinda and Desiree will be given the option of continuing to live at 
the Children’s Home, and Arms of Love will support them as trainee support staff. In exchange 
for room and board, they will both be given responsibilities directing and managing the younger 
children in their house chores and tutoring the children at night, responsibilities that should not 
hinder their studies.

Arms of Love is thrilled at the prospect of these two young women growing their dreams and 
furthering the passions that God has planted and planned for their lives. As guardians, Arms of 
Love sees this point in their lives as critical as the beginning. Supporting them as they pursue 
higher education will ensure their success as leaders in the church and their community.

Children from Arms of Love conducting an 
outreach to children at the temporary shelter run 
by the Bohol Crisis Intervention Center.


